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Governor Baker Signs 2015 Sales Tax Holiday Legislation 
 
 
 
 
 
BOSTON – Today, in a press conference at the State House, Governor Charlie Baker 
signed Massachusetts’ sales tax holiday weekend for 2015 into law. Surrounded by 
members of the Retailers Association of Massachusetts, Governor Baker spoke about 
relief for consumers and increased sales for retailers through the suspension of the 
state’s 6.25% sales tax for the weekend of August 15th and 16th.  
 
Governor Baker and Jon Hurst of Retailers Association of Massachusetts 
Press Briefing Room, Massachusetts State House 
August 6, 2015 
 
CLICK HERE TO WATCH 
 
Transcription: 
 
GOVERNOR BAKER: It’s my privilege today to sign into law a sales tax holiday for the 
people of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts which will take place the weekend of 
August 15th and 16th. It’s another example of the bipartisanship that Senate President 
Rosenberg and House Speaker Bob DeLeo have brought to many of our endeavors 
here on Beacon Hill. According to the Retailers Association of Massachusetts a sales 
tax holiday can boost retail sales by over 100 million dollars. This weekend serves as a 
 
great opportunity for everyone in our community to support our retailers and 
businesses of all sizes, and coming on the heels of what I think everybody would 
agree was an enormously difficult winter for retailers here in the Commonwealth it’s 
a welcome opportunity to say thanks and to buy something you need. 
 
JON HURST: Thank you, Governor. We really appreciate the support of you and we 
really appreciate the support of Senator Tarr and a lot of the other business 
community across the Commonwealth and in the entire legislature. Particularly as the 
Governor mentioned after a very tough winter, the retail sector was down 49 percent 
during that four week period in February, so it’s a very welcomed initiative by the 
state, a real investment by the legislature and by the administration. And we would 
urge our consumers to really remember how important it is to shop local and invest in 
their main streets if they want their main streets to survive and thrive. 
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